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cant noncombat military missions, such as
peacekeeping operations. And I’m pleased to
announce that as participants in Operation
Joint Endeavor, each of you will receive
America’s newest military honor.

While I’m here, I also want to express my
gratitude to the people of Hungary, to their
government and their military for their hos-
pitality, their cooperation, their professional-
ism. Remember that just 6 years ago, Hun-
gary was still part of the Warsaw Pact. Now
it’s home to the largest American military op-
eration in Europe since World War II. And
that, too, is a tribute to the people who wore
these uniforms before you, and for all Amer-
ica has stood for the last 50 years.

I am proud of the hard work that we have
done in the last couple of years with Hungary
and other nations getting the Partnership For
Peace off the ground and preparing to open
NATO’s doors to new members. In Bosnia
itself, those of you who are going will be
joined by other new friends, Polish and
Czech combat battalions, Hungarian engi-
neering corps, soldiers from the Baltic States,
and a Russian brigade.

When your mission is completed, all of you
will be able to look back at this new partner-
ship with former adversaries and say: We
made history. We did something that really
mattered. And you will be able to be proud
of it for as long as you live. I thank you for
that, and I hope you will always feel that deep
pride.

I know you’ve been trained to fight wars
and to win them. You are the best in the
world at that. This mission is different. We
have asked you not to fight a war but to give
a people exhausted by war the strength to
make and stay at peace. You will succeed be-
cause you’re the finest fighting force in the
world, and your presence in Bosnia can and
will make the difference between a war that
starts again and a peace that takes hold.

All over the world, people look to America
for help, for hope, for inspiration. We can’t
be everywhere. Even you can’t do every-
thing. But where we can make a difference
and where our values and our interests are
clearly at stake, we must act, and they are
clearly at stake in Bosnia.

All of its people are looking to America,
and America looks to you, the men and

women of our Armed Forces. I know that
you and your families bear the heaviest bur-
den of our leadership. We ask you to travel
far from home, to be apart from your loved
ones for long periods of time, to take on dif-
ficult and sometimes dangerous missions. We
ask all these things, and time and time and
time again, you deliver.

So I really come here with one very simple
message: The American people are proud of
what you’re doing. They’re proud of how
you’re doing it. They’re proud of you. And
your Commander in Chief is very, very proud
of you. To each and every one of you, I say:
Godspeed, and God bless our United States
of America.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:23 a.m. in the
dining facility. In his remarks, he referred to Gen.
William W. Crouch, USA, Commanding General,
U.S. Army Europe; Gen. John N. Abrams, USA,
Commander, 5th Corps; U.S. Ambassador to
NATO Robert E. Hunter; and Brig. Gen. Burwell
Bell, USAF, Assistant Division Commander, 3d
Infantry Division.
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Good morning. I’m speaking to you today
from Taszar, Hungary, the main staging base
for America’s soldiers in Bosnia. I’ve just vis-
ited with our commanders and troops. The
American people should be very proud of the
job they’re doing.

Our Armed Forces are giving the Bosnian
people, exhausted by 4 years of war, the
strength to make peace. I wish every Amer-
ican could see firsthand what the men and
women of our military are accomplishing
under very difficult conditions, both here and
in Bosnia.

Here in Taszar, our troops are providing
the beans, bullets, and black oil that are
keeping our people in Bosnia fed, armed, and
ready to roll. In Tuzla, the headquarters for
our troops in Bosnia, the weather report is
pretty much the same every day: mud, mud,
and more mud. But despite that and the
snow and the freezing rain, in less than a
month our soldiers have built a base camp
with more than 100 hard-backed tents, com-
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plete with wooden floors, heat, and lights.
They’ve set up a road network and sophisti-
cated communications. The airfield, which
had no lights or navigational equipment
when they got there, is up and running 24
hours a day.

Some of the men and women I’m seeing
today designed, built, and now operate the
pontoon bridge over the Sava River, the key
landlink to Bosnia for our troops. The biggest
Army bridging operation since World War
II demanded the kind of strength and inge-
nuity that only American soldiers have. The
river swelled to a record high for this century,
washing away our encampments. Its banks
became muddy bogs, but the Sava didn’t
drown America’s spirit. As one of our Army
engineers put it, ‘‘We’ve been crossing rivers
for 218 years; we’re going to cross this river.’’
And they did.

Now that most of the preliminary work is
done, our soldiers and their partners from
more than two dozen other nations, including
NATO allies and former adversaries, like
Hungary, Poland, and Russia, are set to carry
out their mission, step by step, steadily, sure-
ly, and safely. They’ll make sure the former
warring parties in Bosnia live up to the letter
of the peace agreement they signed, and
they’ll create a secure environment to give
the people of Bosnia a chance to rebuild their
lives and their land.

Only the people of Bosnia can seize that
chance and come together as equal citizens
of a shared land with a common destiny.
After so many lives lost and futures de-
stroyed, finding the strength to live and work
side by side, as they have done for so much
of their history, will now be very hard. But
I am convinced that the overwhelming ma-
jority of Bosnia’s people agree that the alter-
native of return to the sorrow and suffering
of the past 4 years must not be allowed to
happen. And they’re looking to our soldiers
to help them make a new beginning.

So often when people abroad look to
America for help and hope, America looks
to the men and women of our Armed Forces.
Of course, we can’t be everywhere, and even
they can’t do everything. But where we can
make a difference and where our interests
and our values are clearly at stake, we must
step forward. In Bosnia, where those inter-

ests and values are very clearly at stake, our
soldiers are making a difference, the dif-
ference between a war that resumes and a
peace that can take hold.

We’ve asked the men and women of our
military to bear the burden of America’s lead-
ership, and they’re rising to the challenge
with strength, skill, and determination. The
soldiers I’ve talked with are proud of their
accomplishments and ready for the hard
work ahead. I know all the American people
are very proud of them, and that all Ameri-
cans join me in saying Godspeed to the men
and women of the world’s finest military as
they carry out their mission of peace in
Bosnia.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 11:19 a.m.,
local time, at IFOR Headquarters, Taszar, Hun-
gary, for domestic broadcast at 10:06 a.m.
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Taszar Air Base
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President Clinton. I would like to say on
behalf of the American people how very
much we appreciate the wonderful reception
that our soldiers have received here in Hun-
gary. I thank you, Mr. President and Mr.
Prime Minister, to all the leaders of your
country, especially to the Defense Minister
and the Chairman of the Chiefs of Staff. We
are very, very grateful for the cooperation
that we’ve had.

I think it’s a remarkable thing that Hun-
gary and the United States are involved as
partners for peace now, and they have re-
ceived us here in this mission of peace in
our staging area for Bosnia. Just think, it’s
been barely more than 6 years ago when
Hungary was a member of the Warsaw Pact.
What would have been unthinkable then now
seems perfectly normal because we’ve been
working together so closely for the last cou-
ple of years.

And I know I speak for all the American
people and especially for the military, Mr.
President, when I say thank you, we are very
grateful. And I have just met with our com-
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